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(7) Immigration status. A creditor may 
consider the applicant’s immigration 
status or status as a permanent resi-
dent of the United States, and any ad-
ditional information that may be nec-
essary to ascertain the creditor’s 
rights and remedies regarding repay-
ment. 

(8) Marital status. Except as otherwise 
permitted or required by law, a cred-
itor shall evaluate married and unmar-
ried applicants by the same standards; 
and in evaluating joint applicants, a 
creditor shall not treat applicants dif-
ferently based on the existence, ab-
sence, or likelihood of a marital rela-
tionship between the parties. 

(9) Race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex. Except as otherwise permitted or 
required by law, a creditor shall not 
consider race, color, religion, national 
origin, or sex (or an applicant’s or 
other person’s decision not to provide 
the information) in any aspect of a 
credit transaction. 

(c) State property laws. A creditor’s 
consideration or application of state 
property laws directly or indirectly af-
fecting creditworthiness does not con-
stitute unlawful discrimination for the 
purposes of the Act or this regulation. 

§ 202.7 Rules concerning extensions of 
credit. 

(a) Individual accounts. A creditor 
shall not refuse to grant an individual 
account to a creditworthy applicant on 
the basis of sex, marital status, or any 
other prohibited basis. 

(b) Designation of name. A creditor 
shall not refuse to allow an applicant 
to open or maintain an account in a 
birth-given first name and a surname 
that is the applicant’s birth-given sur-
name, the spouse’s surname, or a com-
bined surname. 

(c) Action concerning existing open-end 
accounts—(1) Limitations. In the absence 
of evidence of the applicant’s inability 
or unwillingness to repay, a creditor 
shall not take any of the following ac-
tions regarding an applicant who is 
contractually liable on an existing 
open-end account on the basis of the 
applicant’s reaching a certain age or 
retiring or on the basis of a change in 
the applicant’s name or marital status: 

(i) Require a reapplication, except as 
provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion; 

(ii) Change the terms of the account; 
or 

(iii) Terminate the account. 
(2) Requiring reapplication. A creditor 

may require a reapplication for an 
open-end account on the basis of a 
change in the marital status of an ap-
plicant who is contractually liable if 
the credit granted was based in whole 
or in part on income of the applicant’s 
spouse and if information available to 
the creditor indicates that the appli-
cant’s income may not support the 
amount of credit currently available. 

(d) Signature of spouse or other per-
son—(1) Rule for qualified applicant. Ex-
cept as provided in this paragraph, a 
creditor shall not require the signature 
of an applicant’s spouse or other per-
son, other than a joint applicant, on 
any credit instrument if the applicant 
qualifies under the creditor’s standards 
of creditworthiness for the amount and 
terms of the credit requested. A cred-
itor shall not deem the submission of a 
joint financial statement or other evi-
dence of jointly held assets as an appli-
cation for joint credit. 

(2) Unsecured credit. If an applicant 
requests unsecured credit and relies in 
part upon property that the applicant 
owns jointly with another person to 
satisfy the creditor’s standards of cred-
itworthiness, the creditor may require 
the signature of the other person only 
on the instrument(s) necessary, or rea-
sonably believed by the creditor to be 
necessary, under the law of the state in 
which the property is located, to en-
able the creditor to reach the property 
being relied upon in the event of the 
death or default of the applicant. 

(3) Unsecured credit—community prop-
erty states. If a married applicant re-
quests unsecured credit and resides in a 
community property state, or if the ap-
plicant is relying on property located 
in such a state, a creditor may require 
the signature of the spouse on any in-
strument necessary, or reasonably be-
lieved by the creditor to be necessary, 
under applicable state law to make the 
community property available to sat-
isfy the debt in the event of default if: 
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(i) Applicable state law denies the ap-
plicant power to manage or control suf-
ficient community property to qualify 
for the credit requested under the 
creditor’s standards of creditworthi-
ness; and 

(ii) The applicant does not have suffi-
cient separate property to qualify for 
the credit requested without regard to 
community property. 

(4) Secured credit. If an applicant re-
quests secured credit, a creditor may 
require the signature of the applicant’s 
spouse or other person on any instru-
ment necessary, or reasonably believed 
by the creditor to be necessary, under 
applicable state law to make the prop-
erty being offered as security available 
to satisfy the debt in the event of de-
fault, for example, an instrument to 
create a valid lien, pass clear title, 
waive inchoate rights, or assign earn-
ings. 

(5) Additional parties. If, under a 
creditor’s standards of creditworthi-
ness, the personal liability of an addi-
tional party is necessary to support the 
credit requested, a creditor may re-
quest a cosigner, guarantor, endorser, 
or similar party. The applicant’s 
spouse may serve as an additional 
party, but the creditor shall not re-
quire that the spouse be the additional 
party. 

(6) Rights of additional parties. A cred-
itor shall not impose requirements 
upon an additional party that the cred-
itor is prohibited from imposing upon 
an applicant under this section. 

(e) Insurance. A creditor shall not 
refuse to extend credit and shall not 
terminate an account because credit 
life, health, accident, disability, or 
other credit-related insurance is not 
available on the basis of the applicant’s 
age. 

§ 202.8 Special purpose credit pro-
grams. 

(a) Standards for programs. Subject to 
the provisions of paragraph (b) of this 
section, the Act and this regulation 
permit a creditor to extend special pur-
pose credit to applicants who meet eli-
gibility requirements under the fol-
lowing types of credit programs: 

(1) Any credit assistance program ex-
pressly authorized by federal or state 

law for the benefit of an economically 
disadvantaged class of persons; 

(2) Any credit assistance program of-
fered by a not-for-profit organization, 
as defined under section 501(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as 
amended, for the benefit of its mem-
bers or for the benefit of an economi-
cally disadvantaged class of persons; or 

(3) Any special purpose credit pro-
gram offered by a for-profit organiza-
tion, or in which such an organization 
participates to meet special social 
needs, if: 

(i) The program is established and ad-
ministered pursuant to a written plan 
that identifies the class of persons that 
the program is designed to benefit and 
sets forth the procedures and standards 
for extending credit pursuant to the 
program; and 

(ii) The program is established and 
administered to extend credit to a class 
of persons who, under the organiza-
tion’s customary standards of credit-
worthiness, probably would not receive 
such credit or would receive it on less 
favorable terms than are ordinarily 
available to other applicants applying 
to the organization for a similar type 
and amount of credit. 

(b) Rules in other sections—(1) General 
applicability. All the provisions of this 
regulation apply to each of the special 
purpose credit programs described in 
paragraph (a) of this section except as 
modified by this section. 

(2) Common characteristics. A program 
described in paragraph (a)(2) or (a)(3) of 
this section qualifies as a special pur-
pose credit program only if it was es-
tablished and is administered so as not 
to discriminate against an applicant on 
any prohibited basis; however, all pro-
gram participants may be required to 
share one or more common characteris-
tics (for example, race, national origin, 
or sex) so long as the program was not 
established and is not administered 
with the purpose of evading the re-
quirements of the Act or this regula-
tion. 

(c) Special rule concerning requests and 
use of information. If participants in a 
special purpose credit program de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
are required to possess one or more 
common characteristics (for example, 
race, national origin, or sex) and if the 
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